A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

was as patient and as willing as a lamb, and looked
forward to Mr. Reynard's return with real pleasure.
Since her visit to Falls-Park she has been monstrous
close-mouthed and busy with her own thoughts. What
mischief will you do ? How will it end ?'

' Own, then, that my man was best suited to her.
I only brought him to convince you.'

'Yes,^yes; I do admit it. But O! do take him
back again at once! Don't keep him here! I fear she
is even attracted by him already/

1 Nonsense, Sue. Tis only a little trick to tease
Jee!'

Nevertheless her motherly eye was not so likely to
be deceived as his, and if Betty were really only
playing at being love-struck that day, she played at it
with the perfection of a Rosalind, and would have
deceived the best professors into a belief that it was no
counterfeit The Squire, having obtained his victory,
was quite ready to take back the too attractive youth,
and early in the afternoon they set out on their return
journey.

A silent figure who rode behind them was as
interested as Dornell in that day's experiment. It was
the staunch Tupcombe, who, with his eyes on the
Squire's and young Phelipson's backs, thought how
well the latter would have suited Betty, and how
greatly the former had changed for the worse during
these last two or three years. He cursed his mistress
as the cause of the change.

After this memorable visit to prove his point, the
lives of the Dornell couple flowed on quietly enough
for the space of a twelvemonth, the Squire for the
most part remaining at Falls, and Betty passing and
repassing between them now and then, once or twice
alarming her mother by not driving home from her
father's house till midnight.

The repose of King's-Hintock was broken by the
arrival of 9. special messenger. Squire Dornell had
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